
Commodore’s Comments #13 
Weekend of June 6, 2020

By J. Patrick McGann

I  am proud to announce that I am tied 
for the season results lead in both 
the MC and Sunfish fleets for the 

sailing races.  I love it!   However, “Mr. 
Downer” Phil Vitale was quick to burst 
my bubble telling me I was “also tied for 
last place” since we have not had any 
races yet in this unusual year of 2020.
 If you have not joined and paid your 
very reasonable dues ($35) to the Birch 
Lake Yacht Club please take a few sec-
onds and do it online now with a credit 
card or fill out the form in this Barker 
and send it in with your check now.  I 
recently learned that the Diamond Lake 
Yacht Club dues are $350.  The BLYC is 
the dominant force for improving and 
maintaining our beautiful lake in every 
respect.  Most lakes our size do not have 
an association such as ours especially 
not one with a building to use for your 
private family functions and meetings.  

Please support the BLYC. You can also 
donate to the Fireworks fund, the water 
quality fund, and the AED fund, etc.  
Sailors can pay your sailing Fee also.
 Chickens will be invading our Birch 
Lake area over the fourth of July week-
end by way of Nelson’s Port-A-Pit menu, 
which includes: chicken halves, baby 
back ribs, pork chops and “pitatoes,” all 
for sale on that Friday.  It is very rare 
indeed when we are able to get food 
delivered to Vandalia, Michigan, right? 
This will allow you to get out of the 
kitchen and enjoy the weekend and still 
feed your family with great food for at 
least one if not two meals.  If you are not 
familiar with Port-A-Pit chicken, it is 
mouth watering rotisserie.  Ask anyone 
from Indiana, and they will attest to it’s 
savory flavor.  You can order online with 
your credit card at: chicken.birchlake
yachtclub.com or fill out the form in 
this Barker and drop off or put in my 
mailbox at 63164 Birch Rd., the A-frame 
on the east side.  I don’t ever get any 
mail here at the lake so don’t send me 
emails about not using the mailbox for 
anything but mail.  All orders must be 
in by noon the Friday before on June 26.  
All proceeds will go to the BLYC’s gener-
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2020 - TENTATIVE!
June 12 - Ladies Luncheon and Fashion 
    Show, CANCELED
June 13 - Commodore/Vice Commodore 
    Party, BLYC, CANCELED
June 20, 2020 - Spaghetti Dinner, BLYC, 
    CANCELED
June 27 - Kids Party, BLYC, TBA
July 3 - Golden Glow Chicken Sale/Fund 
    Raiser for BLYC, 10 am - noon, Camp T
July TBA - Fireworks, dusk
July 4 - Boat Parade, 4 pm, Weesner/
    Eshleman pier 
July 17 - Ladies Golf , Diamond Lake, TBA
July 24 - Men’s Golf Outing, Pineview, 1:30 
    shotgun start, dinner to follow, more TBA
August 1 - Corn & Sausage Roast, TBA
August 1 - HOMEOWNERS Annual 
    meeting, following BLYC board meeting

BLYC Board of Directors’ Meetings, 9 am
June 6, July 1, August 1, September 5

To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Pat McGann, call  574-532-5377 or email pat@mcgannhay.com.

Wishing a big happy 15th birthday to Cam Petty of the North shore! This kid has as much fun wiping out as he does doing the 
wake skate!



— Birch Lake Notes —

Amount
raised
to date

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND
has starting for 2020’s 

$10,25O GOAL
Please contribute now!

$10,250GOAL

$1,333.00Aug. 27, 2019

We’re near 
the half way 

point

Still a long 
way to go! 

Donate now!

$3,118.00May 18, 2020

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
Tip No 3:  BE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR YOUR CHILDREN

Please be responsible for your children here at Birch 
Lake ... don’t let them run amok ... and be sure to keep 

them safe on the water and on the roads!

This message is brought to you by the
 Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

$3,238.00May 26, 2020

New family on the lake!
Welcome to the North Shore Megan, Tom, 
Connor & Abby Caplis!  The Petty kids are 

so happy to have their cousins so close!

5,048.00May 26, 2020



— Birch Lake Notes —
al fund to be used wherever the need is 
greatest.
 If you would like to volunteer to 
help the day of the event the hours are 
11 am-3 pm, or whenever all the food is 
sold.  The location to pick up your order 
is the entrance to Camp Tannadoonah, 
inside the gates.  From 1-3 pm we will 
sell any orders not picked up and left-
overs to any drive ups. No guarantees to 
get you order if not picked up by 1 pm.  
NO REFUNDS!
 We encourage people to bring their 
own containers to help save the earth.  
If anyone would be able to help either all 
or part of these times, please email me 
at Pat@McGannHay.com or call/text 
574-532-5377 to sign up? Thank you!
 Love the Lake.

 ~ JPM, Commodore

4th of July Boat Parade
 Even though many of the Birch 
Lake events have been canceled this 
summer, the 4th of July boat parade is 
still on! The theme this year is “We are 

Family,” and we would like to have as 
many of our Birch Lake families as pos-
sible participate. We may not be able to 
see each other at events, but this will be 
a great opportunity to see each other in 
our boats! The only requirement is that 
you have a sign with your family’s name 
on the side of the boat. For those who 
would like to decorate, there will be 
awards given and a grand prize for the 
best of show. 
 The parade will start Saturday, July 
4th at the Weesner/Eshleman pier on 
the southside at 4:00. We hope everyone 
will join in and make this a fun, Birch 
Lake family event!

~Ronda Eshleman

2020 Dues
 In the midst of everything that has 
been happening in our world, the spring 
dinner was canceled, therefore the dues 
forms were not mailed this year.  Please 
use the dues form in the Barker to sub-
mit your donations or use the online 
store (store.birchlakeyachtclub.com) to 

pay your yacht club dues.  Checks 
should be mailed to Deb Spratt, 18100 
Farmington Hills Dr. South Bend, IN 
46637.

“Slow Down” signs
 “Slow Down” signs were discussed 
at a recent Homeowner’s Association 
meeting.  Signs that would be similar to 
a political campaign sign would cost 
under $10, including the wire stake to 
place it in your yard.  Final image for 
the sign has not been decided on but 
would remind drivers to slow down 
when they travel around the lake.  If 
you have any interest in placing one (or 
more) of these signs in your yard please 
contact Blair Garceau.  Thank you.  
(269) 476-9862  leave a message or 
bgarceau@comcast.net

Five-Lake Regatta planned
 Attention all MC Sailors! We have 
been invited to participate in a five-lake 
MC regatta this summer. Diamond Lake 
Yacht Club will host a one-day event, 

 The Fourth of July Weekend is 
just around the corner, and if you’d 
like to stay out of the kitchen and 
enjoy the lake and activities, plan on 
letting Nelson’s feed your group at the 
BLYC fundraising Nelson’s Port-a-Pit 
dinner.  There will be an assortment 
of meats and potatoes available at a 
very reasonable cost.   
 We ask that you preorder before 
noon on Friday, June 26.  All preor-

ders will need to be picked up between 
11 am & 1 pm the day of the sale, 
July 3.  If not picked up by 1 pm we 
will open the sale to drive by custom-
ers from 1-3 pm or until all the food is 
gone.  No refunds if you do not pick up 
your order by 1 pm. The pickup loca-
tion will be The Camp T circle on 
Harvey Street at the east curve.  We 
will have signs out.   
 We will also be accepting dona-
tions to help Camp T through this 
Covid/Economic crisis so please be as 
generous as you possibly can be to 
help out our beloved Camp T that is 
such a great part of the Birch Lake 
history.  They need your support this 
year more than ever before. 
 Place and pay for your order 

NOW online at the website: 
Chicken.BirchLakeYachtClub.
com before noon on June 26.   There 
will some limited drive up orders 
available the day of the sale. 

MENU ITEMS
Port-a-Pit Chicken Half $8

Port-a-Pit Bone-in Pork Chop $8
BBQ Baby-Back Ribs $9

Pit-tatoes $5

BLYC Fourth of July Fundraiser

Even though we have 
no idea when we’ll be 
able to gather again 
at the Yacht Club, a 
trio of volunteers gave 
the building a serious, 
sanitizing scrub last 
weekend in the tra-
ditional “opening” of 
the building.  Thanks 
to Vickie Rogers 
(cove), Patti Russ-
wurm (north side) and 
Sandy Vitale (east 
side).  Thanks also to 
Bob Waddle and Ron 
Whiteman for opening 
the building, turn-
ing on the water and 
water heater and for 
ongoing maintenance.



Saturday, July 25. This will be an all-
day event with sailors representing 
Diamond, Eagle, Birch, Corey and 
Indian Lakes. We are being asked to try 
to get at least 5 boats from Birch to race. 
Bruce Cassady from Eagle Lake is help-
ing coordinate the event and has offered 
to help transport boats to and from the 
regatta if you are concerned you don’t 
have an adequate trailer. Basically, he 
and Barb Cassady (east side) will work 
to ensure every Birch MC sailor who 
wants to race in this event will have the 

opportunity. Please email bcassady@
holycrossvillage.com if you want to rep-
resent Birch at the regatta. Even if you 
are undecided but are considering, 
please let me know. This should be a 
great time and a wonderful way to help 
sharpen our racing skills.

~Barb Cassady

DIRECTORY UPDATES
Cathy and Mike Code, 14866 Birch 
Lakeshore Dr., Vandalia, MI 49095, 
Lake Phone: 269-476-7077; home: 7S530 

Arbor Dr., Naperville, IL 60540, Cell 
phones: 312-307-6736 (Cathy); 312-933-
0964 (Mike); Home phone: 630-305-0327; 
Email: candmcode@comcast.net 

Tom and Julie Lacy (south side) cor-
rections: email is julielacy2@gmail.com; 
Dezi’s last name is Lacy Dezi Lacy.

Bobby and Kelli Bienz, Hill, 63366 
Kinsey St, Vandalia. Mi 49095; Braden 
and Brody; No phone number; email: 
Kellibobby@yahoo.com

— Birch Lake Notes —

By BILL LUECHT

Well ... not the kind of start we wanted for this sailing season. Weather was 
being very fickle to us with 55° temps and very little wind. One bright 
note, all of you  are tied for first place! The committee boat crew was dis-

appointed, also. But I know Bad Patty would not sit in the middle of the lake with 
that temperature!
 We are keeping our fingers crossed for a beginning next Sunday. Stay optimis-
tic!
 Sail on, 

~Fleet Captain Bill
(and his official ghostwriter,  BP)

Sailing starts this week,
 weather permitting

2020

Fleet Captain’s Corner



This week, we’d like to discuss 
Commandment #1, “Thou Shalt 
Prevent the Spread of Aquat-

ic Invasive Species (AIS)” Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) refers to all 
non-native organisms living in or near 
our bodies of water. Examples include 
zebra mussels, aggressive weeds, and 
fish diseases. Because they typically 
have no natural predatory, competing, 
or limiting species, AIS can overwhelm 
a body of water very quickly. Once 
an AIS visits a body of water it may 
be controlled, but rarely eliminated. 
Currently there are at least hundreds 
of known forms of AIS.
 AIS threaten the health of our 
lakes and rivers, decrease water 
quality and can limit recreational 
enjoyment. It has been estimated that 
the total economic impact of aquatic 
invasive species in the Great Lakes 
region is $5.7 billion per year.
 Within the last decade of so, 
rampant AIS at a few lakes within 60 
miles of ours has actually caused their 
state DNR (Department of Natural 
Resources) to, on a temporary basis, 
“close” those lakes for use.
 At Birch, we already “enjoy” the 
presence of at least these types of AIS:

1) Eurasian Milfoil – for which we 
survey and treat annually
2) Purple Loosestrife – for which 
volunteers (Bruce Wagner) hunts
and then pulls every late summer
3) Curly Leaf Pondweed – for which 
we monitor but action has not yet
been required.
 A particularly problematic species, 
Starry Stonewort, has already been 
discovered in numerous nearby bodies 
of water (including our own mill pond.) 
Numerous other forms of AIS thrive 
in the area and threaten us regularly. 
For these reasons, each year we hire 
outside experts to survey our lake.
 Movement of boats and trail-
ers among water bodies is the most 
common way Aquatic Invasive Species 
spread in Michigan. Washing of those 
boats and trailers is an obvious and 
relatively easy way to stop them.
 Michigan Law requires that we:
● Remove aquatic organisms, in-
cluding plants from boats, boating 
equipment and boat trailers before 
launching or placing in the water or 
transporting any watercraft over land.
● Pull plugs and drain live wells, 
bilges, ballast tanks and all water from 
boats before leaving the access site.

● Dispose of 
unused bait in 
the trash. Do not 
release bait into 
the water.
● Don’t transfer 
fish to water 
bodies other than 
where they were 
caught.
In Michigan it is 
recommended that 
we:
● Inspect and 
remove plants 
and mud from 
boats, trailers 
and gear and dry 
equipment before 

leaving the access area.
● Dispose of the material in a trash 
receptacle or otherwise away from 
water body.
● Power wash boats, trailers and gear 
before leaving the access area if possi-
ble, or at a nearby car wash or at home
● Clean our boats and equipment 
before and after use in a new body of 
water
● Don’t allow the cleaning residue 
from a previous body of water to runoff 
into a different body of water ● After 
cleaning, dry boats and equipment. 
(Most Invasives, and significant fish 
diseases, will die if left dry, out of the 
water, for 5 (five) days.]
● Disinfect live wells, bilges and gear 
with a mild bleach solution (1/2 cup 
bleach to 5 gallon of water.)
● Do not dump fish and plants from 
aquariums into a body of water unless 
you are absolutely certain that each 
variety of living matter therein is na-
tive to that body of water.
 In summary, please be careful not 
to place (or dump) anything that may 
be invasive (non-native) into our lake 
or into a place that may eventually 
wash into our lake. Included would be 
plants, fish, bait, aquarium remnants, 
and even crawfish left over from a 
“boil.”
 PLEASE PASS THE WORD!
 Thank you.

Just a 
phone 

call 
away

— Water Quality Report —
The FirsT CommandmenT The “Six CommandmenTS of BirCh 

Lake WaTer QuaLiTy”
I.   Thou shalt prevent the spread of 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
II.   Thou shalt minimize surface 

runoff.
III.   Thou shalt minimize the effects of 

waves.
IV.   Thou shalt protect and expand 

Natural Shorelines.
V.   Thou shalt not allow phospho-

rus, nutrients, and other undesirable 
chemical elements to enter our lake.
VI.   Thou shalt remain informed and 

active about other Water Quality 
issues
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

   Kevin Wilson
    Magician

BIRTHDAYS
ANNIVERSARIES
COMPANY PICNICS
CONVENTIONS
PARTIES
AGE APPROPRIATE
ENTERTAINMENT

Kevin Wilson
574-234-9975

abracadabramagic.com
info@abracadabramagic.com

Kevin has 
mystified and 
entertained 

audiences of all 
ages with his 
sophisticated 

sorcery

— Barker Kids of the Week —

The Levy 
Clan (south 

side) has 
been suc-
cessful at 
fishing off 

the pier!



PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Thanks to Carol McCoy (east side), 
who sent in these delightful photos 
of Faith Wahlgren and Audrey Wahl-
gren, on their first of the year boat 
ride. Also a photo of Faith catching 
a bass. 



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the 
Week?  Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week?  
Want your lawnmower to be the Lawnmower of 
the Week?  Just mail your photo (with a SASE 
if you want the photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 
63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them 

in a ziplock and stick them in the stone mailbox 
at my home (east side), or email them to me at 

SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM
No Coronavirus of the week accepted!

SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

Above: Excuse me Mam, the cat food bowl you fill 
every morning for the strays is empty.

photos courtesy of the PattiCam

Right: Duffy Phipps out for a morning stroll. He is 
such a ray of sunshine.



Aries (March 21-April 19) - This is a 
wonderful week to schmooze with others in person 
or online. It’s a great week to write, act, teach or sell 
because your words will be like gold! Family discus-
sions will be significant. Many of you will tackle 
home repairs and DIY projects. One minor frustra-
tion is you might not get credit for what you do. To 
offset this, you will appreciate the beauty in your 
everyday surroundings. It will also be obvious to you 
how much love there is in your everyday world.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - The harsh 
encounter of Saturn and Pluto will affect travel plans 
as well as plans related to higher education, medi-
cine, publishing, the media and the law for your sign. 
The good news is that this week, you will actually 
attract money to you! This is timely because your 
focus is definitely on money, earnings and cash flow 
right now. Many of you will enjoy buying beautiful 
things for yourself and loved ones. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - This is a 
delightful week because the stars make you socially 
confident. In fact, you want people to pay attention 
to you, which is why you will do something to attract 
attention. New contacts and friendships are likely. 
Meanwhile, Mercury will trigger moneymaking ideas 
while Mars will continue to arouse your ambition. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - This 
heavy-duty meeting of Saturn and Pluto occurs 
opposite your sign, which means many of you have 
undergone major transformations in your closest 
friendships and partnerships. Some have ended. If 
this is the case, it means they outlived their useful-
ness., At this time, you are happy to stay in the 
background and keep a low profile; nevertheless, 
fiery Mars wants you to travel or explore new ideas, 
new situations and discover adventure! In addition, 
Mercury in your sign makes you talkative and chatty! 
Don’t worry about hiding and getting dusty. You will 
make things happen in your own sweet time.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - This is a social, 
friendly week for you! Both the Sun and Venus are 
lined up in your House of Friendships, which means 
you will be extra friendly to everyone! You will wel-
come any kind of get-together online or in a social 
distancing way because you want to enjoy the com-
pany of others. Romance will flourish because lovers 
will become friends and friends will become lovers. 
Disputes about shared property, inheritances, debt, 
taxes or unpaid bills might arise at this time. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - An extremely 
favorable week for you because the Sun and Venus 
are lined up at the top of your chart. This means in 
the eyes of others, you can you do no wrong. 
People admire you, especially bosses, parents, 
teachers and VIPs. Furthermore, Venus makes you 
appear charming, cooperative and an expert on all 
things beautiful, which is why others will ask for your 
input on how to make something look more attrac-
tive. Admittedly, Mars is opposite your sign, which 
does make you feel that others are annoying.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Travel for 
pleasure totally appeals to you now; unfortunately, 
many of you cannot do this. Therefore, you have to 
figure out different ways to explore the world and 
discover adventure and learn new things. Let’s face 
it, you can do an amazing amount online. Or you 
can go for a drive. You can explore opportunities to 
take a course, learn a language, talk to people from 
other countries and different backgrounds and push 
yourself to experience something new and different. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Be careful 
of accidents and untoward situations that occur in 
your everyday world. Something unexpected will 
impact (or has already impacted) your daily world - 
no question. This week you are passionate but 
pleasantly so. You are in the fortune position of 
receiving gifts from others. This same influence 
means it’s a great time for you to get a loan or mort-
gage from a bank. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Your 
finances have taken a beating lately. This could 
mean you need to make a change in how you earn 
your money, handle your money, spend your money 
or deal with your assets. At the moment, some kind 
of increased chaos and activity on the home front 
might test your patience. This could be due to reno-
vations, residential moves, visiting guests or isolating 
with your family. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You are 
industrious this week! But more than that -- not only 
are you busy and getting a lot done - you’re happy 
doing so! Oh yes, you feel great satisfaction now 
from accomplishing a lot. You take pride in your 
work. In fact, you want to work smarter! This is why 
you will look for ways to become better organized 
not only in your job but in every aspect of your life. 
Coworkers are also supportive and helpful this 
week. In addition, you are keen to improve your 
health, despite the fact that sweets and desserts are 
so tempting! 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - It’s play 
city for you this week. Fun, entertainment and hav-
ing a great time are tops on your menu. Romance is 
definitely favored. You will also relate well with kids 
and enjoy fun activities with them, especially games 
and sports. Grab any chance to express your own 
creative self-expression because this will please you. 
Despite all these fun diversions, you’re working hard 
to earn money because right now you identify your 
ego with what you own.  

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - This is the 
perfect week to hunker down at home and enjoy 
your own company or the company of the family in 
your “bubble.” In fact, if it were possible, you would 
entertain at home because you are keen to redeco-
rate and tweak your digs and then show off your tal-
ents to others. Furthermore, you will be attracted to 
mental games, movies, puzzles, crosswords, mys-
teries and whodunits.      

Your horosCope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.970

1.5 days after full moon

Sunrise: 06:06:09
Sunset: 21:16:24

Moonrise: 06:47:20
Moonset: 06:47:20

Daylight:  15 Hr 10 Min 15 Sec
Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

What do you call a thiev-
ing alligator? 
A Crookodile

What do you call a bee that 
can’t make up its mind? 

A Maybe

What do you call a pig 
that does karate? 

Pork chop



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Slow Cooker Root Beer Pulled Pork
This simple slow cooker pulled 

pork recipe is big hit with my 
family of picky eaters. For a 

spicy kick, mix 1 part Frank’s® Red-
Hot® Buffalo sauce and 1 part of your 
favorite mustard-based BBQ sauce. 
You can use a pork loin instead of pork 
shoulder, if desired. Combine with your 
favorite BBQ sauce and enjoy. 

Original recipe yields 10 servings

Ingredients:
•  1 (4 pound) pork shoulder roast 
•  2 tablespoons coarse kosher salt, 
or to taste 
•  1 (12 fluid ounce) can or bottle 
root beer 
•  1 (4 fluid ounce) bottle liquid 
smoke flavoring, or to taste 
•  4 cloves garlic   

Directions:
 Place pork roast in a slow cooker, 
rub with salt, and pour root beer, liquid 

smoke, and garlic over the top. 
 Cook on Low for 8 to 10 hours. 
Remove pork to a bowl. Strain liquid 
through a fine-mesh strainer; discard 
liquid or save for another use. 

 Add garlic cloves back to pork. 
Shred pork using two forks. 
 Serve with your favorite BBQ 
sauce.



Campers are back! We started our 
Disaster Relief Childcare program 
yesterday (Monday, June 1) and 

had 11 kids to kick off the first week. 
 The most important thing is that 
we all had a fun day, while keeping the 
kids safe. As parents go back to work, 
they need somewhere for their school-age 
kids to go, and that’s what we are trying 
to provide. But it was exhausting, even 
with just 11 kids!
 There are so many extra processes 
we have to keep track of to prevent the 
spread of illness. When kids arrive, their 
parents stay in the car, and we ask them 

a bunch of questions about symptoms 
and take the kids’ temperature. Then we 
talked with the kids about trying to keep 
their distance from each other, and not 
touching their faces, and extra-frequent 
hand-washing. 
 But if you’ve ever worked with kids, 
you will understand that keeping them 
away from each other is HARD! We 
spent a lot of the day reminding them 
not to touch people, and to walk a little 
farther away. 
 There was lots of cleaning to be 
done, too. We created cleaning charts for 
the staff, and it seemed like every time 

we turned around 
there was more 
cleaning to be 
done. Every time 
the kids used 
a space – e.g., 
made friendship 
bracelets at the 
craft building, or 
ate a snack at the 
dining hall – as 
soon as they left, 
we had to use a 
bleach solution to 
clean the table-
tops and benches, 
and doorknobs 
and light switch-
es, and anything 
else they might 
have touched. We 

cleaned the bathrooms twice (once right 
after lunch, and once after all the kids 
went home in the evening). Our staff 
may permanently smell like bleach by 
the end of the summer! 
 Yesterday, the Governor announced 
that Michigan Day Camps can officially 
open on June 8, which means we will be 
able to operate under our regular license, 
instead of the special disaster relief 
childcare license. That allows us to open 
up the program to serve more kids – kids 
whose parents aren’t part of the essen-
tial workforce. So we’re hopeful that we’ll 
have larger numbers of kids signing up 
over the next few weeks.
 This is the week we will hopefully 
make a final decision on whether we 
can have overnight camps in July and 
August. Unfortunately, the state of 
Michigan has not yet indicated what 
the guidelines for overnight will be, or 
whether we’re even allowed to operate. 
We are hoping that by the end of the 
week, we will receive something from 
them to help us with that decision. 
 The month of June is certainly going 
to be interesting! It’s the first summer 
month since 2005 that I haven’t had staff 
training, and check in / check out on the 
weekends. I’m looking forward to getting 
out and joining the sailing on Sundays, 
at least for the next couple weeks! Hope 
to see you all on the water. 

~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —



FOR SALE
10’ Aluminum and Vinyl Bunks with Hardware, From Craftlander, 
#MH3512. List $360 each, Set of 2 for $200. Free delivery on the 
lake. Call Tom Rogers at 476-2383.

FOUND
Red Adirondack chair found in the middle of the lake, call 
708-738-3962 to claim it.

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers, hemming, 
small alterations; call Kathy at 476-9317

If you are in need of yard work this summer (weeding, mow-
ing, flower care, etc.), please contact Claire Brovold (west side) 
at 1(574) 323-3683. 

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check out renting the 
most inexpensive but cutest and best-located rental in The 
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

BIRCH BARKER 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Classified ads in the Birch Barker 
are free to BLYC members, $5 for 
everyone else.  Send your ads to 
me at sailorphil@philvitale.com

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

SAILBOATS ALWAYS 
HAVE THE 

RIGHT-OF-WAY!



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Pat McGann (E), Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Dan Waxman (E), Vice Commodore
317-506-1680 ........dwaxman@indianablood.org
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain ........ 476-2843

wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors 

P. Com. Angela Bergan (E) .... berganfsu@aol.com
561-603-5522

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY AND 
HOMEOWNERS COMMITTEE

Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ..................... 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR’S OVER!

It’s time to pay your 2020 dues! 
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


